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As we continue our series walking day by day through the Final Week of Jesus’ earthly ministry we now come to Mark chapter 14. 

So if you would, please turn in your Bibles to Mark chapter 14.

We began this series in Mark chapter 11 where we read about Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Jesus was escorted by His followers waving palm branches and shouting “Hosanna”. “Save us!”

Jesus, the King, entered the city, Jerusalem. But by the time He arrives in the city it is late in the day. So Jesus goes into the Temple and looks around and leaves. 

Palm Sunday was also the day that a family would bring the lamb that they has selected to use for the Passover Lamb to the temple to present and make sure that is was acceptable to use in the Passover celebration.

That night He and His disciples returned to Bethany where they spent the night.

Monday’s story is found in Mark 11:12-19. On Monday Jesus, the prophet goes back to Jerusalem, to the temple where He shuts down worship. 

And He taught from the prophets Jeremiah and Isaiah, saying that God’s house was intended to be a house of prayer for all people. 

But they had made it a den of robbers, a place for people to hide, a place they felt safe from God’s justice. The crowd was amazed by what he taught. 

On Monday evening Jesus returned once again to His friend’s house in Bethany.

Last week we looked at Tuesday’s story. Tuesday’s story required Mark to use more words than any other day of Holy Week. 

The events of Tuesday are recorded from Mark 11:20 all the way through the end of chapter 13.

This sections includes a series of debates between various religious authorities and Jesus while the crowd watched and listened.

First came the chief priests, scribes and elders demanding to know where Jesus got the authority to do what He’d done the day before. 

Jesus told the parable of the wicked tenants when they wouldn’t answer his question about John’s baptism.

Then the Pharisees asked Jesus about paying taxes to Caesar. (Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.)

Finally the Sadducees had a question about heaven, whether a woman passed from brother to brother seven times (according to Jewish law) would belong to all of them or the first one or what, after she died. (You don’t understand anything about heaven. What’s important about heaven is our relationship with God.)

The response of the religious is seen in stark contrast to the widow who puts all see has, a few pennies, into the offering. 

She was all in, trusting completely in God as oppose to the religious, self-righteous Jews who were trusting their outward acts of religion even if their hearts were very far from God.

Tucked in between these two stories we read about a well-meaning Scribe who asked Jesus about the greatest commandment.

The answer? “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 

Then, as they were leaving the city that evening, Jesus responded to the disciples wonder at the size and shape of the Temple. 

He told them it would one day be destroyed. But He promised that even though His followers would have to suffer there is hope in His return.

And that brings us to Wednesday found here in Mark chapter 14. Wednesday is the preverbal hump day. 

Jesus had completed all His public ministry and on Wednesday He begins to prepare Himself for the tumb.

Starting here in Mark 14, the pace of the narrative begins to quicken and things take on a great sense of urgency. 

All of the things that Jesus had predict before arriving in Jerusalem–His betrayal, arrest, death, and resurrection–are just hours away from coming to pass. 

In a literary sense, we are coming to the climax of the gospel narrative. 

In a redemptive-historical sense, we are coming to those horrible yet wonderful events which lie at the very heart of the gospel.

We don’t know a lot about what Jesus did on Wednesday during the day. 

No doubt though He spent time in prayer and resting as He readied Himself for what was coming the rest of the week.

But that evening we find Jesus and His disciples sharing a meal together in the house of a man named Simon.

Here in chapter 14 Mark once again uses an inclusio, a literary structure that is like a sandwich—one story wraps another story like two pieces of bread.

The bread of today’s passage is that of betrayal.

Look hear at Mark 14:1-2: “It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. [Wednesday] And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, 2 for they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar from the people.” 

It is worth noting that the Jewish leaders had to go into stealth mode because Jesus was, at least at this point, still popular among the people.

They were planning covert operations. They wanted to hide what they were plotting. Here is a little hint for you. Anytime you find yourself trying to hide something than what you are do is probably wrong. 

Jesus is light and His children love the light. If you are walking around trying to do things in the darkness then you are in dangerous territory.

The religious leaders feared that there would be a riot if the crowds found out that they had taken Jesus. 
And if there was a riot, the Roman authorities come in and take over and that threatened the religious leaders’ power.

The second slice of bread of betrayal comes down in Mark 14:10-11: “Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him to them. 

11 And when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him money. And he sought an opportunity to betray him. 

We are told elsewhere that Judas was a thief and he had been taking money out of the disciples’ funds. 

He would agree to betray Jesus for 30 pieces of silver which he collects after he follows through on his betrayal on Thursday after the meal in the upper room.

Now the meat in this passage is found there in the middle, with this beautifully story of love and worship.

Let’s read it; Mark 14:3-9: And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table…” 

This Simon was most likely the same leper Jesus healed way back in Mark 1:40.

Verse 3 goes on: “…a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his head. 

In the gospel of John 12:3 we are told that this was Mary and that she “anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair”. 

Given the amount of perfume used it is likely that she anointed both Jesus’ head and His feet.
Nard is an aromatic oil which comes from the root of a plant that grows in the foothills of the Himalayan Mountains near the northern border of India. 

Once harvested, the perfume would be prepared and then it would have to be transported over 2700 miles and sold to those who could afford this fine and expensive perfume.

This amount of perfume mentioned here may have been a family heirloom, passed down for generations from mother to daughter.

This was this woman’s retirement fund, 401k, safety net, and entire savings all rolled into one. If something happened to her husband this would be what she would rely.

Note that she doesn’t just use a little of the perfume. No! She uses it all!

In fact, in John gospel he says that: “The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.” (John 12:3)

Imagine how the room must have filled up with the smell from the entire contents of that alabaster jar.

It’s certainly possible that Jesus would still have smelled of this perfume as he gathered with His disciples for the Last Supper, as He prayed in the garden, as he was kissed by Judas Iscariot in an act of betrayal.

His nostrils might yet have caught a whiff of nard as He stood before Pilate on Friday.

This was a pure and noble and lasting act. This was an act of love, devotion, and worship.

But listen to the disciples’ response to this wasteful extravagant act.

4 There were some who said [note “some said”, it wasn’t just Judas saying this] some said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like that? 5 For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And they scolded her. 

This alabaster jar of perfume was worth some 300 denarii. Nearly a year’s wages for a laborer. That would be somewhere between $16,000 and $20,000 in today’s money. 

I have to confess that I get where the disciples were coming from. I mean that was a lot of money. She didn’t have to use it all, when a little dab would do yah.

Just a couple days before Jesus lambasted, scolded, the Jewish leaders for making a pretense of worship while failing to honor God by caring for the widows and the orphans.

I mean just think how many wells could be dug in Africa, how many national missionary church planters could be supported, how many meals could be given to the hungry right here in Ohio?

As I have been thinking about it this week I realize that it not her extravagance that I am struggling with. It is not her “wastefulness” that bothers me. It is my calculated counting of the cost.

She has held a mirror up to our faith, and our faith has been found wanting. We tend to give God the leftovers of our lives.

We’re more interested in passing time in front of the TV then in praying to our Lord and King.

We spend more time talking with people about today’s top news stories than we do telling them about the Good News of Jesus Christ.

We read Facebook feeds and the newspaper but do we read more than a token verse or two of God’s word every day?

God gets our leftovers.

What she did challenges me. Does it challenge you? Her “holy waste” presents us with a sharp contrast between the reasonable and the ecstatic.

Someone has said this of her actions: “Who can blame the disciples for being angry about the immense waste this woman created? 

Certainly not a deacon who has to take care of the poor, or a social worker who knows the neediest cases and cannot help, or a church administrator who collects the money for important projects.

They go on to say: “that Jesus felt differently because He knew that without the abundance of the heart nothing great can happen. He knew that religion within the limits of reasonableness is a mutilated religion, and a calculating love is not love at all.”

6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 

7 For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good for them. But you will not always have me. 8 She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. 9 And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her.” 

Three times earlier in the gospel of Mark Jesus has foretold of his death and resurrection and even that He would be betrayed. 

But now, unnamed here in Mark’s gospel, this woman with an alabaster jar filled with precious ointment anoints Him as if preparing a body for burial.

What we see here is a truly remarkable story of faith and tender care for her Lord on the part of this unnamed woman.

But look again at what Jesus has to say about this unnamed women at the end of verse 9: “…wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her.”

What so amazing about what this women did that Jesus says she will be remembered where ever the gospel is proclaimed?

Jesus came in contact with thousands and thousands of people. Why tell her story? 

Here is why. She is the first person in the Bible who gets this truth about Jesus. Everyone else misses it.

Mark uses the word “gospel” seven times in his book. And every time it is mentioned it is used in the context of suffering.

Jesus says that this woman understands because she is anointing my body burial. She gets it.

This woman shows up with this perfume, which represents all her life savings all of her security and just pores it out all over Jesus’ head. 

She is captivated by who Jesus is and she understand that He has come to Jerusalem to die.

This stands in utter contrast to the actions of Judas, who about this same time is planning to betray Jesus.

Mark point out earlier in his gospel that the rest of the apostles had been arguing over who is going to be the greatest in the new kingdom, who will sit on Jesus right hand and who will sit on his left.  

The Jewish leaders see Jesus a threat. He has challenged their authority, the status quo. 

The people are expecting Him to come and be a king like David in the Old Testament and restore Israel to the splendor and prestige it once had under Solomon.

Applying this expensive treasure to Jesus’ head is an act of pure devotion and an expression of love. It was an act of worship!

While this woman is anointing Jesus’ head in preparation for his death and burial in this amazing act of love and devotion, Judas Iscariot is making a deal to with the Sanhedrin to betray Jesus for a few coins.

Judas offers to lead them to Jesus where He can be taken without the crowds of people seeing. 

OK. So what then can we take with us by way of application?

On Wednesday, while this woman was showing her love and devotion to Jesus and anoints Him for His death and burial, Judas is providing the Sanhedrin with the means to take His life. 

Jesus knew what lay ahead–he had predicted it. He allowed this woman to anoint him for his burial because he knew he was going to die. 

Jesus chose Judas to be one of the twelve, even though Judas act of betrayal was evil, Jesus knew that such a betrayal would set in motion the events that would take Him to the cross and then to the empty tomb. 

Jesus’ suffering and humiliation were at hand. Jesus will willing endure all of this because he knows that this suffering, rejection, and humiliation is necessary to save us from our sins. 

The faithfulness of this woman makes the treachery of Judas standout even more.

Never forget that Jesus endured all of this for us. If you’ve ever been rejected by friends or family, Jesus knows all about it. 

His own people (the Jews), His own family (who thought Him crazy), and the shepherds of Israel (who accused Him of all kinds of things), all rejected him. 

If you’ve ever been betrayed by someone close to you, Jesus has too. He knows the sting of such betrayal. 

For those who have been called to suffer, Jesus knows exactly how you feel and what you are going through. 

He suffered more than any man who has ever lived. 

And yet, despite the betrayal, despite the rejection, despite the suffering, and humiliation, Jesus knew that God would turn this to good.

In fact, in Jesus’ perfect obedience (in his suffering and humiliation), God will save us from all those times we’ve rejected others, or when we’ve been rejected and lashed out in anger. 

In Jesus’ perfect suffering, God saves us from all those times we’ve caused pain or suffering in others. 

In Jesus’ perfect obedience, God saves us from all of those times when we refused to accept his will. 

In Jesus’ suffering, humiliation and rejection, God saves us from all of these things. 

Jesus is the faithful sufferer, who never sought his own way, nor his own will. Jesus’ only desire was to do the will of his Father. 

He endured betrayal, he endured suffering and he experienced rejection, so that he might save us from our sins.
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